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enormous machine. Though modern democracies try to enable
their citizens to develop their personality and to make the
cultural treasures of the nation accessible to all, the striving for
the loftier ideals of personality is often frustrated by social reasons.
This frustration of the increased longing for individual per-
sonality is partly made good by the stressing of collective person-
ality, especially that of the nation or of the party. The person-
ality and prestige that the individual cannot attain in his own
name, may be accessible to him in form of collective personality
in which he has a share. Individuals who have developed a rich
cultural personality of their own and have won thereby ample
recognition, usually lay little stress on participating in the prestige
of a group. Most people, however, feel compelled to emphasize
their belonging to some larger group for winning recognition.
Certain currents of thought also played a large r61e in making
the intellectuals disposed towards nationalism, by shattering the
belief in Christianity, and in reason, progress, humanity, natural
rights of man and solidarity of all nations which form the ground-
work of liberalism. Many intellectuals were disappointed with
the fruits of civilization and particularly with the result of their
own efforts. Even such as had given much time and thought
to the search for truth, often felt that they had failed. Reason
seemed to them unable to solve the riddles of the world and to
bring about a satisfactory state of society, it seemed to have only
succeeded in destroying all beliefs without offering a substitute.
Intellectualism appeared to result in interminable quarrels and
uncertainties, and many intellectuals ended in moral nihilism
and despair. They often began to yearn for the return of
primitiveness, they believed they would find a new religion in
the sensations of mass enthusiasm, a new morality in submitting
to the iron discipline of a sort of pan-militarism, and a sub-
stitute for science in the intoxicating myth of race. This mental-
ity, moreover, was fostered by the increase in the sense of power
and in the appreciation of belonging to a mass, inherent in
our age.
The disposition for nationalism is largely a product of the
spirit of the time and, therefore, more or less permeates all classes,
but it -depends on the particular conditions of a nation how far
this disposition is actualized. The wide diffusion of potential
nationalism is a factor of special significance which is often under-
estimated. Before the rise of the dictators the number of extreme
nationalists was not very great in their countries and their
extremism gave good arguments into the hands of their oppo-